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A LUE OF LATIN AS A HIGH- 
SCHOOL STUDY 


} and Germa 
ears I have been preaching -_ rerman 
as a four-year high- 


gy as one Is addressing 


who themselves have 
onal value it 


benefits of Latin, one en 
eiem 4 alne. be alleged for the pr 
hat when college eradu- and Spanish, but 
f vou had ; r sons Irom an edue 
high school next year, @nd one may hope 
» her to take up the the publie will 
n?’’, 86 per cent. answered Once was rea 
vhen one presents this gospel the three chief modern | 
whose main idea is to trans- sented by the sequen 
into practical advantage, Spanish. 
net frost of incredulity in Ma 
fortunately there is avail- study 
nt testimony of the most con- are some 
for doubting parents and chil the uninitiated : 
three years of painstaking stand Latin we 
‘ts in all parts of the’ tions occurring 
es, the American Classical stand and to sp 


a iblished Its report Ca ed ‘The lish words ade 


n.’’ The report is pub- rent vocabulary Add 


‘inceton University Press, of weight with him wl 
N. J., and may be secured gratis write his own mother 
and correctness 
far from being moribund, medium of a Europ: 
a very healthy state. The lasted over a 
think this report is an ante- troduction to the 
ement are in great error. The languages Not on 
enrollment in Latin courses in’ French, Spanish and 
‘hools of the United States, in- easier the study of 
enth and eighth grades in junior lected language 
s. is 940.000. Estimates simi- German in college 
Greek 11,000, French 540,000, me the other day 
10,000, Spanish 330,000. There is studied Latin in scl 
ir plurality for Latin. The fig- made German so n 
he other languages except French Indeed, the conversat 


m satisfactory to any one inter- been deprived of earl) 
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than 940.000 students 


secondary 


at 69 per cent. of 


this number persis ly one or two years 


Too many fall by the wayside. This fact 


in my own opinion, to three major 


‘auses: the dry method of presentatio 
satin to beginners, the discovery that Latin 
course so many children are 

ng, and the lack of guidance 
part of school officials who often allow chil 
dren to choose what they please. It has 
been shown that out of 100 pupils begin 
of this most important lan 
‘Latin is a one-year course for 31 
pupils, a two-year course for 38, a three- 
vear course for 17, and a four-year course 
for 14.’’ And it is further indicated that 
of these 14 survivors of the high school 
course, scarcely 5 may be expected to eon- 
tinue Latin in college. There is thus an 
appalling waste of energy on the part of 
those who put their hand to the plow and 
then let go in favor of some easier study. 
For the beneficial effect of Latin is cumula- 
tive, as is also the pleasure to be derived 
from the study of the more literary authors 
like Vergil, Ovid, Horace, Catullus, Seneca 
and the dramatists 

Investigation shows four reasons which 
prompt students in school to drop Latin, 
and the following data show the percent- 
age of students who gave each of these 
reasons, some giving more than one reason : 
55 per cent. did so because they found 
Latin too difficult ; 24 per cent. did not like 
Latin; for 18 per cent. Latin took too much 


takes more time 
say English, hi 
French, Spanish 
You can not play with 
done with some degree 

all. W) 
time? Everything in life 
before it 1s mastered 
done with exactness or 
Unfortunately, the moder 
usually taught, produce 
approximation. They are 
organisms, difficult to opera 
vestigate with exactness 
dead language, 
amine it. You arrive at 
scientific accuracy in the 
ruistic properties Hence its 
object ot study, for it certain 
the invaluable habit of exactnes 
to human expression. Now, n 
more practical than that, 
rightly considered, is a mort 
to a man than skill in the 
To secure this, no time is 
no price too dear. 

It was said above that the 
of the study of Latin in se 
tive; that is, the longer La 
the more favorable is its eff: 
general scholarship of the student 
a matter of practical importar 
who would be shown the w 
intellectual grasp. The tests ! 
to eertain colleges given annu 
College Entrance Examination 
a clear demonstration of this 
value of Latin. The records 
amined of 10,000 candidates 
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ok these exal be sts at the 
nd 1922. One ean do 
striking results of this 
he total shows the percent- 
v of each of the three Latin 
vears, three years and two 
and the average There is a very str 
croups over the non-Latin alent among eduecat 


f English, Latin does something 


science and modern’ sharpen his intellect 
other studies So 


teachers was asked 


nary value of Lati 


‘s 


certain desirable 


are subject to spread, 


ry 


Mathematik 


attention, orderly procedure 


Hist 


obstacles, perseverance ; id 
ment, accuracy and thoroughnes 
cultivation of certain general att 
as dissatisfaction th failure 
13.11 10.97 15.23 8. 32 13. partial sueccess.’’ The judgment 
cent. of the teachers answering on 
column to the right shows the point was that this disciplinary objective 
effect already referred to. For was a legitimate objective to seek in the 
rity of those who have studied — study of Latin. Furthermore, 56 per cent 
‘ars in school was twice that of the teachers interrogated stated that 
ad studied it only two years. satisfactory results in ‘ection wer 
time, the average superiority being obtained in their respec » schools 
idents over non-Latin students Now this effect of Latin upon the 
ts at the end of the high school acter of the students should interest « 
} 18 per cent. Translated into one ‘*Tdeals of achievement.’’ *‘ ov 


ry school system of marking, this ing obstacles,’’ ‘‘dissatisfaction wi! 


a medioere C student receiving ure or with partial success’ the 


70-80 may expect by the study traits which are clai 


better his general scholarship prerogatives by the 
the rank of B or Good from training. What 
| that one who is only Good might does not covet them 
ent by moving into the high- Latin does something 
rom 90-100. It is sometimes said gruelling experience o1 
» brightest students take Latin, It is not only poss ble 
and hence that too much should fact. And the reason 
med for the benefits of its study. it is beeause both re quire 
tement seems to be disproved, how- eation, conscientious pra 
the fact that only one tenth of the termination to over 
ty of Latin students at the end of one case arrayed in flesh and 
school course is due to any initial! other case arrayed in 


iperiority as show n by intelligence obstacle The Latin studel 
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he comes out of best intellectu: 
1an When he went in France | 
» seen above that the evidence of fied by the 
Entrance Examination Board loved Latin, for which he 
Latin-trained candidates » an able apology (Pour le 
more advantage than those who had not Probably the time will ne 
studied Lat n school. How do these country when all high scho 
fortunate youths fare in college Do t be required to study Latin 
keep up the lead they had at the start of pears to their shame that tl 
the college course? Upon this point [may 6 per cent. of the sch 
introduce some unpublished evidence which grade where no Latin is t: 
has come to my attention in a certain col- erally speaking, the pupil w! 
lege with whose affairs I am acquainted. should ask for it and insist 
In this college there are 16 annual eompeti- Such a pupil will make a g 
tive scholarships of $300 each—four in himself if he gets it ar 
each class—awarded to the four men in take Latin is a sort of chara 
each class with the highest general average. It tends to produce sanity, | 
Consequently in the last three years ment and a sense of responsil 
{8 scholarships of this type have been small boy asked me what he 
awarded. Of these 48 winners, 42 had order to have the best chan 
had four years of Latin in school, one had _ into a wise and capable man, | 
had three years, four had had two years, and vise him to study all the Latir 
only one had had no Latin. Now it should matics within reach, and to g 
be said that a large number of men enter Sunday! 
the science course in this college with only WILLIAM W. | 
two vears of Latin or with no Latin at all, HAVERFORD COLLEGE 


offering the modern languages in its place. = : 

But when the annual general averages are THE EDUCATIONAL VALUE | 
examined for three years in succession. it is THE HONOR SYSTEM 
found that, with one exception, all the out- IN colleges where the hon 


standing scholars are Latin-trained men. .. the basis of student governt 


This evidence is purely local, but I have no | ajgn as to its necessity or as 


"AOS ot > Pre , > — . ‘ > ie , , 
reason to think that the results would be bility of maintaining it is sor 
very different anywhere else under similar pressed in terms of the followi1 


ecircumstances. If those who live under the } 


The testimony cathered by the American are possessed of a high sense oO! 


Classical Association is too convincing tO system is unnecessary; and 
be overlooked by ambitious young Amer-_ live under it are not possessed 
icans. Our boys and girls must have the sense of honor, it is impossibl 
same chance for mental development that must be either unnecessary or 
the youth of England and France receive. Upholders of the honor syste! 
The national programs for secondary edu- avoid the force of this dilemm 
eation in England and France since the ing between the horns.’’ More s} 
war give the classics, and especially Latin, it is contended that the alten 
a new and outstanding prominence. Both posed are not mutually exclusiv 
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those who are in 
1g honorable or dishonor be tween 
might be: and that with ‘‘honor.’’ as used 
actual student body, made honor system, whi 
+h immature and unformed  elearly distinguishes 
inction of the honor system thought on this m: 
regulate, by eliminating the then, ‘‘honor’’ m: 
ore especially, to educate, by ethieal eonnotatior 
eate an environment which and; | " aeti 
favorable to the deve lopment by the members of 
traits and honorable behavior to be indispe bl 


ese two methods of meeting the  terests regvar 
those who question the neces that community 
possibility of the honor system 
to be typical ot two more or 
conceptions of the nature and 
this institution. One of thes 
that the honor System 1S them to conform to sue] 
not exclusively, a torm of as being ‘‘matters of 
rovernment; and the other is Now 
no form of self-government any gener; 
lanently adequate unless it is ters of honor’’ 
well as regulative in its effects, objective. 


vstem must aim at producing of their | 


in the characters of those who the ‘‘sense of hono 


it if it is to regulate their con- with them to the college 
permanently effective manner. fal] short of the reau 
r of these two conceptions was eode under which t 
the writer in a paper which ap- reasons for this are ob 
me time ago entitled ‘‘The honor ‘sense of honor’’ 


colleges.’** In the present paper acquired. And it 


Jourr ul of Ethics Vol 32 specific en ironmé nt 


tive to that ¢ ronmen 
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area and 1n 
sense ol honor 
4] 
tnem to the 


vironment in two ways 


ce in 

better or 
And, in 
litative differenc: 


| 


1e TWO sets t ideals have ae veloped 


the Sec 


nere 1 qjua 


ference to dissimilar situations and 


interests. In either case, theret 


influences must be brought to bear on 


Student to mo 


Immature 


expand nis °° sen pro 


a} 
priate ways 
(ul 


eontention 1s honor S\ stem 


least should be, one of the 


Is, Or al 


the im 


influences thus brought to bear on 


mature student his is possibly not the 
orthodox conception of the honor system. 
The orthodox conception would seem to be 
that the honor system is essentially a regu 

instrument and incidentally a device 
for separating the sheep from the goats, or 
a sort ot sieve tor sitting out the 2ood vrain 
worthless chaff. 


from the The presupposl- 


tion ly ing back of such a view of the honor 


system is a static conception of human 


nature and more especially ot those ele- 
ments in human nature which constitute a 
for an educational 


‘sense of honor.’’ But 


institution to subscribe to a system of stu- 


dent control which is itself not essentially 


educational in its aims and effects, and to 


deal with students as being immature and 


undeveloped with reference to knowledge 
and yet as finished products with respect 
to morals, would seem to be a contradiction 
in terms. 

And so we conclude that the college com- 
munity is logically committed to the con- 
ception of the honor system as being essen- 
tially educative and not merely regulative 
eliminative?) in its intent 
What differences will this econ- 


or shall we say, 
and result 


ception make in the administration of the 


eollege differ 


more 


improve or 


edueative 


honor system where it 
and 
how 
institution whose 
environment 
velopment oi 
one who 18 
code? 

Well, in th 


vliven by ffi 


Student omecers al 
standards upheld by the 
be made something mort 


explanation or warning. 


has aimed 


publicity 
new student on notice, so 


the ideals of the student 


the new student take them 


along with the conseque 
formal sense of justice 

add, something akin to smug 
ness ? ) 


requires that the 


quents, when onee their viol 


honor eode have proved t 
‘devils from the beginning 
able to plead iwnorance ol 
not contended that any efi 
made to defend or justify these 


freshman should, of course, be 


derstand that he must ackn 
abide by them if he is to share 

of living in the college commu 
theless, this information ean, a} 
conveyed in such a manner as 
mind asso 


in the freshman’s 


attitudes which will make his acce} 


the honor code something n 


meaningless formality. Constr 
licity, then, as a substitute for 
explanations and warnings 1s on 
which the honor system ean | 
truly educative in its effects 
And there are various other n 
similar nature by which this 


iy ir ex 


freshman’s acknowledgment and 


ean be brought about. 


honor code ean also be 


When a student 


of the 


perfunctory. 





\ 


1 
} 


qaoes 


vn room, or in 


Ionor 
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nor system 1s 


re is an implied agreement 


ve under this system and 


ndards 


formality 


»plemented solemn and 


vould be initiated 


s it were, taking upon t! 
ws in such terms as would 
and emotional 


The 


the dramatie 

situation psycholog 
ceremony 

ore discriminating and intelli 

he ‘‘pledge’’ can be encouraged 


effect. Certainly, the student 


de to realize that the 


pledge 
red to take creates no obligation 
but, on the contrary, is intended 
him of the obligation which 
ts. Furthermore, it would 
that the the 
ppropriate to the kind of work 
A blanket pledge 


student in a 


wording of 


t to eover. 
the 


he best chanee of being honor- 


afford given 


far as his being honorable in 
m depends on his reminding 
rough the pledging his word, 
gation to be fair. 
matter in this same 
the 


examinations 


Important 


circumstances 


and are 


eh tests 


ne sometimes hears it argued that 


honor system is really in opera- 


not make any difference 


the student is taking a test alone 


the elass-room in 
with others; in either case, he is 
and if he is honorable at 
ll be honorable regardless of the 


The 


such a contention has been ex- 


in whieh he finds himself. 


the writer elsewhere.’ Here we 


able or 
el; ssmen, 


immature, 


untormed 
only 
where this is possibl 
bh it 


sort of situation in wl 


not 


tect and ex post 


dent will, under thi 
gestions, acquire the 


ble 


has be en SI 


himself in an honora 
facilitation ’’ 
real 


factor in influencing 


operations of the ind 


it could doubtless be sh 
influential in modifying ai 
individual's moral reaction 
tration of the honor System ¢al 
to ignore this important prineipl 
behavior. 

But practically no one question 


conducting test 


sirability of 
tions in a regular, w 
reference to it was 
what is often overlooked 


eative effect on the 


room work SO conduc Té ad 


every one who has 
the matter does quest 
desirability of the 
while the 


And yet 


assumption as to the moral 


structor 


roing on. 


the student, and as to the « 
of the honor system W 
Burnham, H. H., ‘‘7 


tal activity, ») 


67; Allport, F 
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s member 


room 
tween eivil society 
munity. In @i 
cles wl ose sole duty it 18 
‘uous comment ecoul pose wrongdoing. To be 
t some m of of such agencies does not 
s own but from all moral nor, indeed 
tances, it would be responsibility 
ttouse. And the whole, the welfare 
an informal tate best promoted where e' 
ifluence him to ask to his own business.”’ 
shtenment on the own business,”’ 
which ligh nary circumstances, 
put ni so far as the citizen 
to which he is not college community, 
ss, make » of system, is like eivil 
student intend state in 
he time he might through which it proposes 


of any dishonesty It is unlike civil society, 


uld be to dull the the personnel of its gover 


intentions and in- ery are primarily student 


1 


him in subsequent situations to be less nature of the case, ean n 


and less serupulous until he had definitely depended on to detect and ‘ 


acquired the habit of being dishonest in doing. Theirs is 


+ 


hat kind of a situation. But the presence and administer punishment 1 
instructor in the room from time to as come under their personal 
time would obv iously safeguard the student or are reported to them by othe 
thus cireumstanced and so would prove a most part, the rank and file 
favorable factor in the total situation eon- themselves must be responsibl 
ditioning the formation of his habits and the initiative in ealling to 
traits whose misconduct is dishonora! 


Still another way in which the honor sys strikes at the foundations of ce 


tem ean be made to minister to the moral The tradition that to ‘*spy’ 
education of the immature student is for tle’’ is not an honorable thing 
students to take more seriously more primitive basis, howe’ 


vations to re port such \ iolati ms analogy between the coll ort 
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1 
observation 


He IS not 


as one 


upholdi 


but. on the contra 


, : 
to speak, as one might _ thos 


} 


ost Dv another, does not In 


obligation in the matter. 
ve is not his: it belongs to however 
1 to keep it locked up in his _ sidered 
o more defensible morally penalt 


or one to pocket money apply, studer 
with no attempt to identify consid 
judgment 
} 5 | 
he honor system as a would no 


tion would not be complete _ believe 


erence to the character and 
he punisl ment that is ad- 


ets. At 


Shall the punishment these respi 


the hon or eode worth considering 


olations of 


e made to minister to the de 


| } } 
nol rable students! 
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THE MILITARY MIND 
EDUCATION 


states sul 


+] 
‘ 
. ed 
and espec 
: tions ol 
veloned 


aaa portion ot 


regulative a 
army, and another in whic 


’ ’ ? ’ 
0 operatio 


. : nt aw os ‘© ] 0 e I "Si 
or. it will be en entire commissioned perso 


the make-up of batant branch of the navy 


West Point was founded in 


1 


he | onor eode 


, . 10 ‘ it } ‘obabl 
the standarde to the nation, and it 1s probabl 


i 


‘of eourse. he intends to conservatism ensures that 


*~1L: ‘ , ithods are snhstant 
is not a part of his make-up. and its methods are substan 


4] were when it was established 


the honor code is a formula 


. . P structio i< © Qa 
ards to which he will be all its instruction is given 


compelled to conform or withdraw from &?aaduates who have in mo 


college: under no circumstance is the stu training than that of its restr 


dent ever ‘‘trained’’ to be honorable. Tn lum. Some few civilians 


contrast th this point of view, our own with the teaching of French 


eonviction thi whenever or wherever but they occupy an indefinite 


the student e¢ ss to be posse ssed of his the average student comes in 


sense of honor. he acquires it under them rarely and then only 


pressure of conditions which involve con tions. In addition the whole sy 


trol and discipline ‘the pressure exerted struction seems to be mod 


by the control and discipline to which he is theory that all education 1s 
subjected before coming to college is such imparting the manual of arms 
that it does not need to be supplems nted in ago one ol the heads of d pal 


anv way, well and good: otherwise addi- boasted that he could look at | 


tional pressure is necessary. Furthermore, 4ny time that his instructors wer 


only those standards of honor which have and tell exactly what was g 
articulated themselves in the experience of every one of the twenty or 
- +4} 


the student during the process of living Tooms. This is only one of 


under the honor system as an instrument of traordinary educational pract 


control and discipline, or under the stress Point, and that institution ! 
of analogous conditions, ean serve him as missed with the statement th 


} 
+ 


significant ideals. And finally, these stand- authority than President E 
ards of honor, although accepted and prae edly called attention to its 
ticed at first under the influence of social and perversities. 

suggestion and social pressure, come sooner The other institution maint 


or later to be appreciated in their broader United States for the educat 
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» and resourcefulness may 
importance t 
val Academy t Was 
veneration later than 
act that the secretary 
of its creation Was 
a scholar familiar with 
nal practice of the period, 
first administrators and teacl 
ly eivilians and not naval 
its organization and its meth and 
ergent from those of civilian’ exclusively 
those of it litary ¢ ter- afterwards a 
approp! 
r the Naval Academy has al ‘ivilian teachers be 
a greater or less extent 1s The committee to 
in teachers in those subjects tion was made 
professional : Mathematies, ecesSitate the dism 
lern languages and to a lesser had contracts. and 
hysics, chemistry and engineer- made that the ec 
inship, navigation, ordnance force if the money 
fessional subjects the naval ealled for were 
vays taught exclusively, and eommittee ace 
ters, discipline and adminis part, but it was 
vays been in his hands, if the House and 
few years at its begigning. bidding the \v 
mpts have been made to substitution 
Point and exclude eivilian teachers 
‘ither because Congress fe somewhat bu 
val officers ought to come About the same 
i¢ their formative vears ° one of the men holdin 
of view, or because it ment submitted it t 
that the limited training of the Navy and it 
Academy equipped a man ‘‘unilateral binding 
to teach non-professional sub- of this and the 
enough to meet the standards’ to run its holder w 
tion ought to maintain, the sub- him went something 
untrained officers for trained’ eral of whom had 


ichers has frequently been for- ing years other 


the Naval Appropriation Act in made and rejected 
ch recommendations charges followed ne\ 
irs ago the Navy Department ian teaching force 
n accord with Congress and the thing like sixty men 
ching foree was reorganized. but as some men 
vere raised, and those of profes- and dismissed again 
were given five-year appoint- times in which t 


ad of being hired from year to was exercised wi 
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um now, whereas the 

teachers began while 

ll increasing and tl! 
cent. before 


all The truth 


iching foree came in not before or during 


ir but after it, and many of them 
ex-service men Besides this prac- 
entire civilian teaching fore 
covernment 
war came in ; ‘apacity in which it might 
choose to emp! them: so there was no 
eround for the implicati * their inferior- 
itv in patriotism to men in uniform 
Another thing that worked against the 
lians was the inability ’ the average 
to see why a naval 
better than anybody else 
institution, and the proportion as well as 
the reasons for civilians was not correctly 
understood It was represented that the 
ratio of civilians had greatly increased be- 
eause of the war, when the truth was that 


the number had increased because of the 


brought into court m 

Navy Department coul 

the facts before 

elimination of 

looked its own records 
instance, the appointment 
fessorial vrade ealled for 

in salary ot $100 
This was a provisi 

ut before anybody tool 
the department was consulte 
held that aecepting this iner 
make it a new appointment 
oath was administered, wl 
done in the ease of a promot 
of status. Yet in spite of 
Department accepted the sp 
ing that the contracts had 
when the men accepted the 
ealled for, thus apparent! 
both its own practice and log 
nical law. 

An important influence als 
of economy It seemed obvi 
men go meant a reduced exp 


it is possible but not cert 
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NOC] 


EDUCATIONAL 


EDINBURGH MI 
WORLD FI 


EVENTS 
TING OF 
ION OF EDU 
CATION ASSOCIATIONS 


THE I 


DERAT 


1" 
\ 


a rather remark- 
thinking; for 

the Navy De 
ive adopted such an in 
it had not been 


preconcept ion 
s something 


intrinsically 
ngerous in tl 


in 
e civilian and 

view [I also want to 
to a remarkable intellectual 
rsons who thought their men 
not only stable but immutable: 
“ase of the adminis- 


Naval Academy rested on 


thie 
f 
il 


; 
T ( 


n that the Department and 


should accept its recommenda- 


ut question, but when it came 
ilinistrator of the academy econ 

views of the heads of depart 
which civilians taught as to the 
r them and their individual effi 
xactly opposite stand was taken 
loption of the central and fixed 

ego which would seem to 

of the military mind, and 
vould seem that the nation ought 
w to be perpetuated in institu- 
iintains and nominally controls 


MAss SIDNEY GUNN 
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reig nissionary service in China . 
ae * : , School in Georgia, was 


PROFESSOR JOHN \W Down. ot the ac ty ot the Roosevelt medal! 





SCHOOL AND SOCIETY 


Tt Mr. Roosevel 
ss Berry in 1902 
forme! 

the Colleg 

ater president 
was elected preside 


at the recent 


Y Me KENZIE, who 


been re side nt ol S 
. : I hi A \ WW rit.t 
one of the oldest institutions ——— 
. ; * Sehool, fir 
for Negroes, has presented 


which has been accepted by the 


Dr. Jacon Govutp Scuvi 


announcement was made with re 
‘ , . nister to China after he 
esident MeKenzie’s successor, and the minisves : mae Sir o 

ntained no reference to recent agita ne presidency 
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Departme: t Elementary School 


eipals have listed many interesting spea ’ SCARCELY any field holds out 


among them being J. Cayee Morrison, Clifford he investigator than that of 
Woody, Lawrence S. Chase, Harry O. Gillett, traits. It is perhaps no exagger 
J. D. Williams, George A. Beers, C. C. Certain that there is no field concerning 
and George W. Frasie1 scientific knowledge is wanted and 
The Department of Kindergarten Edueatior able. Employers want better met! 
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that or we must realize that the ap or a few decisions no dependal 
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